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One Family’s Success
H ow Emergency
Shelter Changed One
Family’s Life

M

arsha, Antonio, and their son
recently stayed at IHNGC,
and we couldn’t be happier to
share the story of their success!
The family moved to Cincinnati from
Kentucky in search of better opportunities just a few weeks before entering
shelter. Despite the fact that Marsha
is a Certified Nursing Assistant and
both parents have strong work histories, they didn’t get jobs lined up as
quickly as they had hoped, and their
small savings dwindled. They were
unable to continue staying with Marsha’s mom, and were almost at the
point of sleeping in their car.
Luckily, IHNGC and the community of volunteers were there for
them, providing for their basic
needs so that they could fully focus
on the hard work of rebuilding their
lives. With our help, Antonio quickly
got a job as a delivery driver and Marsha got a job at a restaurant. Our
case manager Crystal linked them
with a program to cover rent for a few

Luckily, IHNGC and the
community of volunteers
were there for them.
months in the new apartment she
helped them to find. She also connected them to funds to repair their
car, and enrolled their young son in
daycare so that they could work. Four
months later, Marsha and Antonio

W alk with Family 5K
N ovember 14, 2015
10 am at Eden Park
Registration & More Info:
ihncincinnati.org
513-471-1100 x16
Can’t wait to see you there!

are doing great in their new home!
Since leaving, Marsha was even able
to find work in the nursing field and
put her skills to use. The family is
grateful for IHNGC helping them get
on the right foot in Cincinnati.
“The case manager worked closely
with us, but also made us work for
ourselves,” Marsha reflected on her
experience in Emergency Shelter.
Thanks to all who helped to make
Marsha and Antonio’s positive and life
-changing experience possible. 
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N ew Programs Change More Lives
IH N GC will serve
30% more families
in 2016!
If there’s one thing to know about
homeless families, it’s that one-sizefits-all solutions don’t work. To be truly
effective at
addressing family homelessness, a
system needs to offer a variety of different services that can be
tailored to family’s unique needs.
That’s why IHNGC is excited to be
enhancing the great services we already offer with the addition of several
new programs in the coming months.
These programs will increase the number of families we serve each year by
30%. Read on to meet our new staff
members and learn more about their
programs!

Shelter
Diversion

Rapid
Re-housing

Aftercare
Services

Devon Hannah, our
Shelter
Diversion
Case Manager, helps stop at-risk
families from becoming homeless.
She connects families on the brink of
homelessness with services and financial assistance to help them stay
out of shelter and maintain stability.
Devon recently helped a family that
was about to be put out of the home
of a relative who could no longer host
them. Devon worked with the family to
locate a suitable apartment, get linked
with Medicaid and nutrition assistance, and start looking for work—all in
one week. Pretty amazing results in
such a short time!
Devon holds a Bachelors of Social
Work from NKU, and she previously
worked with homeless teens and
youth with psychological disorders. She is excited to be at
IHNGC working to keep families off of
the streets and out of shelters!

Shonae Mason, our
Rapid
Re-Housing
Case Manager, helps families move
through Emergency Shelter and back
into a stable housing as quickly as
possible. Shonae works with families
to identify a new place to live, cover
the deposit and first few months rent,
and meets with them weekly to ensure they’re on the right track .
Shonae is originally from Houston,
TX and holds a Bachelors of Social
Work from UC. While a student at UC,
she participated in the United Black
Student Assoc. and Assoc. of Black
Social Workers. She previously interned at the Freestore Foodbank and
is an active volunteer with Ronald
McDonald House, Kenzie’s Closet,
and St. Vincent De Paul. She is glad
to be a part of the IHN team!

Ben Green, our Aftercare Case Manager, follows up with
families after they leave from Emergency Shelter, providing them with the
extra support they need to build a firm
foundation for a better life. If former
guests ever find themselves facing
eviction or a job loss that threatens
their housing, Ben can provide shortterm support to keep them in their
homes.
Since the program began in
August, Ben has already been successful in negotiating with a landlord
for a former Emergency Shelter family
to ensure they are able to keep their
Section 8 voucher and stay in their
home.
Ben graduated from UC with a Masters Degree of Social Work in 2015
and has a breadth of professional experience. In his free time he enjoys
spending time with his family, running,

T he service model graph to the
right shows how IH N GC programs fit together to form an
interconnected approach that
helps families make lasting
change.

A W ord From Stacey
Release of t he
Fam ily H om elessness Plan
and Fam ily
Pr om ise
W eek
Stacey R. Hall, Executive Director

Child
Enrichment
In September, IHNGC began
partnering with Public Allies, an
arm of the AmeriCorps program
aimed at developing youth leadership. Our new Public Ally, Kate Calhoun, is excited to
be here at IHNGC
as Child Enrichment Coordinator,
leading daily afterschool activities for kids in shelter
and recruiting volunteers to help
offer fun and educational experiences for our youngest guests.
Kate graduated from NKU in 2013
and has been volunteering with
children since she was one herself. She has previously worked
with Make-A-Wish, Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital, Children’s
International Summer Village, and
Camp Heart to Heart, a camp for
children affected by AIDS. In her
free time she enjoys cooking, listening to TED talks, and travel. 

Last year 661 families entered emergency shelter in Cincinnati—100 of those
families were helped directly by YOU
through Interfaith Hospitality Network of
Greater Cincinnati (IHNGC). The good
news is that IHNGC and our partner
shelters were there when those parents
and children had no place to go. The
news that is much harder to take is that
70% of the families that sought shelter
were turned away for lack of space.
Those 661 were the lucky 30%.
As a community, we have to do better
and during this year’s Family Promise
Week, we have the opportunity to do just
that. Watch for media coverage of the
Solutions for Family Homelessness
Plan—the culmination of a collaborative
effort to outline steps to be taken in the
areas of Prevention, Capacity Building,
Housing, and Policy Change to meet the
needs of ALL families experiencing
homelessness, as well as to prevent
homelessness from occurring.
A key component of this plan is US—
maintaining and expanding our partnerships with faith communities and volunteers through our unique brand of emergency shelter. Neighbor to neighbor,
family to family, IHNGC volunteers offer
hospitality free of judgment and full of
love. We need you to bring the plan to
fruition.
We will also celebrate our shelter by
joining other IHNs across the county in
marking Family Promise Week. Please
join us for an evening of conversation
with author Kimberly Burge, as well as
an Open House to tour the Day Center
and meet other volunteers and partners.
I look forward to seeing you!

Give back this holiday season!
Each year, with the help of many
generous supporters, IHNGC
provides holiday gifts for kids who
would otherwise go without. You can
help make the holidays bright for a
family in need this year by providing
gift cards or new unwrapped gifts.

Contact Hume at hume@ihncincinnati.org
or 513-471-1100 ext 10 to sign up today!

3 ways to
Celebrate
Family Promise
W eek!
October 18-25, 2015
Raising Women’s Voices
Tues, Oct 20,
2015
6:00-8:00 pm
898 Walnut Street,
Cincinnati 45202
Author Kimberly Burge, whose new
book chronicles the stories of women in
post-apartheid South Africa, will join
IHNGC for a discussion on how women
from Cincinnati to Cape Town are overcoming challenges related to poverty
and violence.

Solutions for Family
Homelessness Plan
Thurs, Oct 22,
2015
1-2 pm
The Cincinnati
Edition on WVXU
91.7 fm
Watch and listen for media coverage
of the plan that details efforts to end
family homelessness in the greater
Cincinnati area! Tune in to WVXU or
pick up a copy of the Cincinnati Enquirer throughout the week to read
more. You can find the plan online at:
strategiestoendhomelessness.org

IHNGC Open House
Thurs, Oct 22,
2015
4:30-6:30 pm
990 Nassau Street,
Cincinnati 45206
Come meet local volunteers, staff
members, and partners working together to end family homelessness,
and tour the IHNGC Day Center.
Light refreshments provided.

IH N of Greater Cincinnati
990 N assau Street
Cincinnati, OH 45206

A W ord From Michael
N ew progr am s and event s

O ur Mission

Michael Davis, Board President
Fall is a season of change. We experience
shorter days and cooler temperatures. Our
awareness of the homeless population is heightened as the temperatures drop. This is also a
season of very positive change at IHNGC. We
are expanding services and adding new faces to
our dedicated staff. In recognition of the stellar
work performed by our staff, we were awarded
new funding which will allow us to expand services into the areas of Shelter Diversion and
Aftercare—that is, helping families on the cusp of
homelessness to avoid shelter placement, and
more extensive support to our traditional families
once they leave shelter. Congratulations to the
entire IHNGC staff for this recognition within the
social service community.
The message is getting out into the Greater
Cincinnati community at large that IHNGC does
great work. We fulfill our promise to keep families together during their period of crisis. As
always, I say THANK YOU for all that you do!
For 24 years you have been opening your hearts
and your doors to serve heaping quantities of
food, hospitality and refuge to our neighbors in
need. The IHNGC experience is superior to any
other because of the love and nurturing you provide 365 days a year.
Fall brings the celebration of National Family
Promise Week during the week of Oct 18–25.

Phone: 513-471-1100

Another exciting new event is the Walk
With Family 5K on Saturday, November 14 in
beautiful Eden Park. This is a family friendly
event to benefit IHNGC. I urge all of you to
register online and to create congregational
teams.
While the leaves and temperatures may be
falling, at IHNGC we are busy gearing up to
expand services and to celebrate our silver
anniversary in 2016! Walk along with us on
this journey as we show Cincinnati just how
much of an impact a committed group of volunteers can have upon a community. IHNGC
works because YOU do! 

Current W ishlist
Our programs are
improved by friends like
you! If you’d like to help out,
our families could currently
use donations of :
 Bath towels & washcloths
 Household cleaning supplies
 Personal care items like toothpaste, shampoos, soaps,
lotions, and deodorant

Fax: 513-471-0100

To provide homeless families
emergency shelter and hospitality
through interfaith communities and
work with families to find and retain
stable housing.

O ur H ost Par tners
Adath Israel  Anderson Hills UMC 
Armstrong Chapel UMC  Church of the
Redeemer  Christ Church Cathedral 
Christ Church Glendale  College Hill
Presbyterian  Corinthian Baptist  First
Unitarian  First United Church of Christ
 Forest Chapel UMC  Friendship UMC
Hyde Park Community UMC  Indian
Hill Episcopal-Presbyterian  Isaac M.
Wise Temple  Knox Presbyterian  Milford First UMC  Our Lady of the Rosary
Catholic  Pleasant Ridge Presbyterian 
Sharonville UMC  St. Monica-St.
George Catholic  St. Paul UMC  St.
Timothy Episcopal  St. William Catholic
 Walnut Hills Baptist  Westwood UMC

info@ihncincinnati.org

www.ihncincinnati.org

